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up to the Crown; to a certain extent governed in its behalf;
it was not impossible that it might become akin to the great
nobles of England in the course of time. The Monarchy, in a
word, had spread its arms far and wide; its influence had been
distinctly beneficent; it had enlarged the limits of order and
peace. Had this state of things been allowed to continue,
Ireland might gradually have become a prosperous land; her
history might not have been what it is, one of the most woeful
in the annals of mankind.